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Legislative Ask: Co-Sponsor HB4238 
Increasing Mental Health Funding to Address Workforce Crisis, Waitlist Surge 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HB4238 will substantially increase Medicaid funding for 5 community mental health 
services: (1) case management, (2) individual therapy, (3) community support individual 
services, (4) assertive community treatment, and (5) community support treatment.  The 
legislation will increase funding by $130M and will help small, medium, and large providers 
in every community be able to hire and retain staff and expand services.  The cost to the 
state is $52M – federal Medicaid dollars pays for the other 60% of the cost.   

Ask Your Legislators to Co-Sponsor the Bill 

• We are asking you to co-sponsor HB4238, which will increase Medicaid funding by $130M 
for community mental health services to help address the workforce crisis and narrowing 
access, including in your district. 
 

• We are asking that you make this a priority for your district, and we hope that you will 
communicate this priority to House Leadership.  Majority Leader Greg Harris is the lead 
sponsor.  The bill is bi-partisan with Reps. Demmer and Spain as Co-Sponsors. 

 
• The mental health workforce shortage is at a crisis point.  We are unable hire or retain key 

staff with our existing rates.  We lack enough treatment professionals anymore to do the work. 
They are leaving for private practice, and better paying jobs at Walmart, for example. 

 
• This legislation will help to address racial disparities in access to care.   

 
• Discuss the impact to your agency, such as staff turn-over rates, waitlists, inability to pay 

staff what they are worth. People cannot get treatment as depression, anxiety, and suicide 
skyrocket as a result of the pandemic  
 

• HB4238 will enable providers to hire treatment professionals to meet the need. It is not, 
however, an across-the-board rate increase. Rather it provides targeted funding that will enable 
providers to cover the cost of the services and to hire and retain staff. 

 
• Funding. As you know, the state has an estimated $418 million surplus this year in the 

FY 2022 budget.  
 

• We need you to make this a priority for your district and communicate this to 
your leadership. 

 

Thank you, thank you for support! 


