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November 15, 2021 
 
 
Dear Summit Attendee: 
 
As you well know, the prevalence of mental illness and co-occurring disorders is greatly impacting our 
nation, each of our states, and our communities, and has a disproportionate effect on our courts and justice 
system. As part of a National Initiative to examine state courts’ response to mental illness, the Conference 
of Chief Justices and the Conference of State Court Administrators hosted a Midwest Regional Summit in 
October 2019 in Deadwood, South Dakota, and the Illinois Supreme Court led an Illinois delegation at the 
Summit. Upon returning to Illinois, the delegation met monthly and began planning an Illinois Mental 
Health Summit. The Summit series, Improving the Court and Community Response to Persons with Mental 
Illness and Co-Occurring Disorders through Compassion and Hope, convened by the Illinois Supreme 
Court, was held via six virtual sessions attended by yourself and more than 1,200 other people during the 
months of September - December 2020. 
 
ATTACHED YOU WILL FIND THE 2020 ILLINOIS MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT REPORT   
 
Moving forward, the Illinois Supreme Court and National Center for State Courts invite you to 
attend a Report Release Web Event and Call to Action on Tuesday, December 7, 2021, from 12:15 
PM – 1:00 pm to present an overview of national initiatives, report findings, and Illinois Mental 
Health Task Force next steps including a call to action. Registration information is available at: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8_47ZvALQLKE0nDMFEC2Ug 
 
We invite you to help lead change and act through participation in the Illinois Supreme Court Task Force 
on Improving the Court and Community Response to Mental Health and Co-Occurring Disorders’ Regional 
Councils and Resource Mapping Workshops. Five judicially led, multidisciplinary Resource Mapping 
Workshops will meet five times from January - June 2022.  The Workshops will work within the Sequential 
Intercept Mapping framework to facilitate cross-system communication to identify resources and data 
sources, improve early identification of people with mental health and co-occurring disorders encountering 
the courts, increase effective service linkage, and identify pilot programs to lessen the likelihood of persons 
recycling through the criminal justice system. After completion of the Workshops, we hope that each 
community and region will sustain efforts through ongoing Councils or leveraging efforts through 
collaboration with established coordinating councils, task forces, and coalitions. 
 
The National Center for State Court’s Leading Change Guide for Improving the Court and Community’s 
Response to Mental Health and Co-Occurring Disorders shared this perspective:  
 

“For decades, courts have gained experience in convening diverse stakeholders to tackle complex 
problems both within and outside of the justice system. From the evolution of problem-solving 
courts to dependency dockets, courts are often at the vanguard of responding to societal issues. This 
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reality has paved the way for an independent but involved judiciary. At the national level, state 
court leadership has recognized the important role courts play in addressing the mental health crisis. 
The Conference for State Court Administrators (COSCA) has adopted the stance that “court leaders 
can and must… address the impact of the broken mental health system on the nation’s courts—
especially in partnership with behavioral health systems.” 
 

My Supreme Court colleagues and I thank you in advance for heeding this call to action as we work together 
to reduce the criminalization of behavioral health disorders. Please watch for future communications 
directly from Statewide Behavioral Health Administrator, Scott Block at sblock@illinoiscourts.gov and 
visit Mental Health Task Force (illinoiscourts.gov) for more Task Force information.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Hon. Anne M. Burke  
Chief Justice, Illinois Supreme Court 
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